Reconstruction of the four major ligaments in an unstable knee joint after dislocation by solvent-preserved human fascia lata transplantation. A case report.
Once the opportunity for primary repair of injured knee ligaments after traumatic dislocation has been lost, ligamentous reconstruction is difficult using only autogenic tissues because of the risk of loss of function at the donor site, so other substitutes are needed. The four major ligaments in the unstable knee of a 35-year-old man were reconstructed by solvent-preserved human fascia lata three months after traumatic open dislocation. The clinical results were satisfactory. Arthroscopic examination one year later showed that the reconstructed ligaments had good thickness and tension and were composed of autologous connective tissue without evidence of rejection. The literature on dislocation of the knee and on cruciate ligament reconstruction by allograft was reviewed, and a brief introduction to solvent-preserved human fascia lata was presented. The commercialization of this material has solved some common problems concerned with using allogenic tissues.